
Congressional Record
UNUM

E PLURIBUS

United States
of America PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 115th

 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

∑ This ‘‘bullet’’ symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

.

S3301 

Vol. 163 WASHINGTON, WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7, 2017 No. 97 

Senate 
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable RAND 
PAUL, a Senator from the Common-
wealth of Kentucky. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Father of love, whose presence and 

power is revealed to the hearts that 
long for Your guidance, we thank You 
for the gift of this day. May we use this 
borrowed time for Your glory. 

As our lawmakers strive to honor 
You, may they work with commend-
able zeal, knowing that life’s evening is 
coming when their labor will be done. 
Lord, give them the wisdom to keep 
Your words in their hearts, providing 
them with a lamp for their feet and a 
light for their paths. 

Continue to be our strength and 
shield. May we think of You consist-
ently and trust You constantly. 

We pray in Your loving Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. HATCH). 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, June 7, 2017. 

To the Senate: 
Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 

appoint the Honorable RAND PAUL, a Senator 
from the Commonwealth of Kentucky, to 
perform the duties of the Chair. 

ORRIN G. HATCH, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. PAUL thereupon assumed the 
Chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

MEASURE READ THE FIRST 
TIME—H.R. 1628 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
understand there is a bill at the desk, 
and I ask for its first reading. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will read the bill by 
title for the first time. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 1628) to provide for reconcili-

ation pursuant to title II of the concurrent 
resolution on the budget for fiscal year 2017. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
now ask for a second reading and, in 
order to place the bill on the calendar 
under the provisions of rule XIV, I ob-
ject to my own request. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection is heard. 

The bill will be read for the second 
time on the next legislative day. 

f 

SANCTIONS LEGISLATION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 
Senators today will have an oppor-
tunity to advance important bipartisan 
Iran sanctions legislation. As we con-
sider this bill, we anticipate that 
amendments addressing Russia sanc-
tions are likely to be offered. I am en-
couraged that the chairmen of the For-
eign Relations and Banking Commit-
tees, Senator CORKER and Senator 
CRAPO, have already been in discus-
sions with their respective ranking 

members to work toward a bipartisan 
agreement. I support that effort, and I 
will have more to say about the under-
lying legislation tomorrow. 

f 

INFRASTRUCTURE 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Now, Mr. Presi-

dent, on one other matter, later today 
President Trump will visit Cincinnati 
to discuss the importance of our Na-
tion’s inland waterways. Kentucky is 
home to over 1,900 miles of navigable 
inland waterways, which, in addition 
to adding majestic beauty to my State, 
are also vital to thousands of jobs in 
the Commonwealth. 

In recent years, over 95 million tons 
of cargo and agricultural products have 
been transported across these water 
trade routes. Our many levees, docks, 
and dams represent crucial infrastruc-
ture that play an important role in our 
regional and national economy. 

I am proud of the work Congress has 
done in the past to protect our Nation’s 
waterways, like passing the Water Re-
sources Development Act by a bipar-
tisan majority last year in order to 
support infrastructure, enhance com-
merce, and maintain American eco-
systems. 

As President Trump continues to re-
lease his plans for our Nation’s infra-
structure, I look forward to working 
with the administration and colleagues 
in the Senate to protect and improve 
the many roads, bridges, airports, and 
waterways that serve people and jobs 
all across our country. 

f 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that notwith-
standing rule XXII, the cloture vote on 
the motion to proceed to S. 722 occur 
at 1:45 p.m. today, and if cloture is in-
voked, time postcloture count as if in-
voked at 10:30 a.m. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 
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